
 

What Is Service? 

Matthew 16:21-27 

Icebreaker  
As you begin the discussion portion of your group, take a few minutes to break the ice and get everyone 
talking. Either use these questions or come up with your own. 

1. Have you voluneteered with Servants Heart? 

2. What is the hardest job you have had? 

3. What is service? 

Series Overview 
This is week three of our “Defined Series”! As we start the year 2021 we are going to take a look at some 
words that we hear about in church or small group and look at how the Bible defines those words. This week 
we will be looking at how God views service. Join us for the next few weeks as we look at these words that will 
help us define what it means to be a child of God.  

Context  

Pastor John Oostdyk talks to us about service because this word has defined his ministry throughout the years 
and defines Servants Heart ministries. Jesus himself said that He came to serve (Matthew 20:28), He came to 
serve … not to commend. To serve is to have the heart of God.  



Cornerstone Christian Church has been a serving church. If we are to understand our legacy and our vision to 
serve a world in need, then we must define what it means to be a servant today.  

Passage 
Out loud, read Matthew 16:21-27. 

Matthew 16:21-27  
21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his 
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many 
things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and 
the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and 
on the third day be raised to life. 

22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 
“Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to 
you!” 

23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, 
Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not 
have in mind the concerns of God, but merely 
human concerns.” 

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants 
to be my disciple must deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants 
to save their life[a] will lose it, but whoever loses 
their life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for 
someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their 
soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for 
their soul? 27 For the Son of Man is going to 
come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then 
he will reward each person according to what they 
have done. 

Discuss  

The heart of a servant is someone who is available. God wants us to be available for His use. 

1.  What is one way you can deney yourself? How can you make yourself available for service? 

We care called to engage the world. If we look at Jesus we see that He was always meeting the needs of the 
world by engaging with the world. 

The heart of a servant is someone who sacrifices. In order to be a disciple we must deny ourselves. A 
servant is willing to get uncomfortable. 

2. What is one way you can deney yourself this next month to make room for service in your life? What 
do you sacrifice for Jesus?  How often are you uncomfortable? 

The heart of a servant is someone who cares about others above their own self interest.  

3. How can we reflect a heart of service in 2021? 

4. How can you practically engage the world in 2021? 

5. How can you get uncomfortable for Jesus in 2021? 



Next Steps  

At the end of your time together, allow five minutes of silent contemplation. Think of it as your permission to 
do nothing but sit at Jesus’ feet. Contemplate the following question:  

DIG DEEPER: Ask God to help you examine your heart in the area of service.  

PRAY: Ask God to help you engage with others and serve a world in need in 2021. 

As you close your group time, end with prayer for one another and for those around you.  


