
 
 

Luke 10:38-42 Sermon Questions 
Meal with Jesus Sermon #1 

 
 
Gathering 

1. What is your busiest time of year? 
2. What time of year are you most likely to feel close to God?  

 
Looking at the Text 
This sermon begins a new Lenten series looking at Jesus’ encounters during meals. 
Mealtimes were important in Jesus’ day. They were both central gathering times and 
social markers. You ate with people who were like you and you did not eat with 
people of a lower social status. You would certainly not eat with an outcast or an 
unclean person. To do so would be to share in that person’s “ritual uncleanness.” 
However, Jesus seems to ignore this completely. He is willing to eat with anyone 
and it is during meals that he makes some of his most memorable statement. 
 Today’s passage does not strictly involve a meal but rather the preparations 
for a meal and the busyness that can come from inviting someone over for dinner. 
In Luke 10 Jesus is traveling to Jerusalem and he comes to a village where he has 
friends, the sisters Mary and Martha, who welcome him into their home. 
 
Read Luke 10:38-42 

1. Notice in verse 38 how Luke says that a woman named Martha opens her 
home to Jesus. He does not say Mary and Martha opened their home. Do you 
think this is meant to say anything about Martha? 



2. What was the significance of Mary sitting at Jesus’ feet? Who would normally 
be sitting at Jesus’ feet when he was teaching. 

3. Do you think Martha had a point? Was she right to be upset about her sister? 
 
Read Luke 10:25-37 

1. This is one of the most familiar parables in the Bible. In the parable, who are 
the two people who pass by the injured man? 

2. What is the significance of the fact that the man who helped was a 
Samaritan? 

3. Jesus sums up the parable in verses 36 and 37. He tells the man to be like the 
hated but helpful Samaritan not like the admired priest or Levite. Wouldn’t 
this make you think that Jesus would support Martha over Mary? Why or why 
not? 

 
Read 10:40-42 again. 

1. What affect was serving having on Martha? 
2. How does Jesus describe her emotions? 
3. What do you think Jesus means when he says that Mary has chosen what is 

better?  
4. In Jesus’ day women were not allowed to be discipled by a rabbi. Yet Jesus 

allows Mary to stay. Why do you think he does this? 
 
  
Applications 

1. It is easy to “over apply” this passage which is why Luke put this story and the 
parable of the Good Samaritan together. Somehow, they both have to be 
true. In the parable the religious people are the priest and the Levite. How do 
we know that Jesus does not commend their actions? What effect does their 
religious devotion have on the neighbor in trouble?  

2. In the account of Martha and Mary, how does Martha’s service affect her? 
Why does Jesus commend Mary? 

3. Looking at these passages, how can we know if we are too wrapped up in 
ourselves?  

4. What might be an indication that our service has become unhealthy? 
5. What kinds of things keep you from spending one on one time with God? 


